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Go, then, if such be your resolve, but go without my leave, and contrary to my advice. It is not that | would not have your brother and your kinsman
home, but that Ido distrust the means of their deliverance; and sure | am, that should you go in person, some terrible disaster shall befall ourselves
and this our country. Well do | know Duke Wil liam; well do | know his spirit - brave, crafty, daring, deep, ambitious, and designing. You, too, he hates
especially, nor willbe grant you anything, save at a price that shall draw down an overwhelming ruin on you who pay it, and on the throne Of which
you are the glory and the stay. If we would have these hostages delivered at a less ransom than the downfall of our Saxon dynasty - the misery of
merry England - another ines senger than thou must seek the wily Norman. Be it, however, as thou wilt, my friend, my kinsman, and my son. Oh,
sage advice, and admirable counsel! Advice how fatally neglected - counsel how sadly frustrated! Gallant, and brave, and young; fraught with a
noble sense of his own powers, a full reliance on his own honorable purposes; untaught as yet in that, the hardest lesson Of the world s hardest
school, distrust Of others, suspicion Of all...
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