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Stephen! Stephen! Stephen! The impatient cry was heard through all the narrow gloomy street, where the old richly-carved house-fronts bowed to
meet one another and leG for the eye s comfort only a bare glimpse of blue. It was, men said, the oldest street in Strelsau, even as the sign of the
Silver Ship was the oldest sign known to exist in the city. For when Aaron Lazarus the Jew came there, seventy years before, he had been the tenth
man in unbroken line that took up the business; and now Stephen Nados, his apprentice and successor, was the eleventh. Old Lazarus had made a
great business of it, and had spent his savings in buying up the better part of the street; but since Jews then might hold no property in Strelsau, he
had taken all the deeds in the name of Stephen Nados; and when he came to die, being unable to carry his houses or his money with him, having no
kindred, and caring not a straw for any man or woman alive save Stephen, he bade Stephen let the deeds be, and, with a last curse against the
Christians (of whom Stephen was one, and a devout one), he kissed the young man, and turned his face to the wall and died. Therefore Stephen was
a rich man, and had no need to carry on the business, though it never entered his mind to do anything else; for half the people who raised their
heads at the sound of the cry were Stephen s tenants, and paid him rent when he asked for it; a thing he did when he chanced to remember,...
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