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**xxx Excerpt from Homing and Related Activities of Birds, Vol. 7: The Acquisition of Skill in Archery The present series of studies on the behavior of
birds is a direct outgrowth of an investigation made on the noddy and sooty terns nesting on Bird Key, Tortugas, Florida, by the writer under the
auspices of the Marine Biological Laboratory of the Carnegie Institution of Washington in 1907 (publication 103). The homing instinct is the central
topic in all the papers. In the 1907 investigation the fact appeared that terns possess a homing sense, behaving exactly as do homing pigeons when
sent away from their nests and young. Such good subjects did the terns appear to be that it was soon decided to make this homing sense the chief
object of the Tortugas researches. The topographical situation of Bird Key makes that island especially suitable for carrying out such experiments.
In the first place, it is the northern limit of migration of these tropical birds. It becomes possible there to test whether the birds can home in a region
never before, in all probability, visited by them. This can be accomplished by sending the birds anywhere north of Bird Key. Secondly, on account of
the fact that Bird Key is the last body of land between the coast of Florida and the coast of Texas, the birds can be sent out for hundreds of miles
over open water. There is thus afforded an opportunity for testing homing where apparently no visual landmarks can exist. These two conditions
have never before been realized, and they are conditions which are indispensable in even a preliminary scientific study of homing. The 1907
investigation...
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