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**xxx Excerpt from Faith and Knowledge: An Address Theoretical and philosophical subjects are often regarded as wanting in practical effect and as
unprofitable. Yet as they have to do with foundations and systems and ideals, they underlie and direct practice, and are vital to every interest of
man. This does not mean that all that claims to be philosophy or metaphysics is profitable or intelligible. Yet in spite of what is misty, contradictory,
or subversive in philosophy, there is much that is clear, that is established, that is stimulating, and that serves as a safeguard. Much that was once
speculation now has the character of science. Philosophical training does not mean so much the storing away of philosophy as a learning to
philosophize, - to be able to stand or go alone. So a theological education should not mean simply the learning of theology, but also the
development of the faculty, so to speak, for theologizing. Dr. Davis, in his connection with Union Biblical Seminary, was accustomed to say to his
students, Try to speculate a little. Mastery in any department means the cultivation of the talent that would tend to make us producers in that
department. Two years ago | had the pleasure of meeting the venerable Dr. McCosh in his study at Princeton. | said to him that | had seen the
statement that of the four hundred students in philosophy who were under him at Princeton four only had graduated skeptics, and that these four
afterward became Christians, three of them entering the Christian ministry. Here he corrected the statement, saying, There were five. About the
Publisher Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of thousands of rare...
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