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right, which have divided the country from the beginning of the government. I intended to adduce some evidences, which I thought were conclusive,
in favor of the opinions which I entertain; but events, with a current hurrying on as it progresses, have borne me past the point where it would be
useful for me to argue the question of rights by citing authority. To day, therefore, it is my purpose to deal with events. Abstract argument has
become among the things that are past. We have to deal now with facts; and in order that we may meet those facts, and apply them to our present
condition, it is well to inquire what is the state of the country. The Constitution provides that the President shall, from time to time, communicate
information on the state of the Union. The message which is now under consideration gives us very little, indeed, beyond that which the world, less,
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